
Application Form for the Franklin Community Co-op Board of Directors 

Name: George Touloumtzis 

Member since: 2002 

Live in: Greenfield 

Current occupation: psychiatric rehabilitation counselor 

Why do you wish to serve on the Board? 

I view the experience, skills & knowledge I have accumulated during my two periods of 

service on the Board (2014-22 & 2023-present)- enhanced by attending nine national 

conferences, numerous regional meetings, plus voluminous reading - as an asset that 

belongs to the co-op. In addition, it's been particularly gratifying to serve during this 

exciting & challenging period of Green Fields Market's expansion/relocation, a process 

in which I'm hoping to stay actively involved. I have also served on the Board of the 

regional Neighboring Food Co-op Association (of which FCC is a founding member) for 

the past two years, and re-election to the FCC Board would allow me to continue to 

extend my service in that role (as the only Massachusetts representative). And as 

always - with my relentless focus on membership engagement - it would be an honor 

to keep striving to responsively and effectively represent my fellow member-owners. 

What do you see as the significance of the co-op and what is your relationship to the 

co-op I its significance in the community? 

I love co-ops - I believe they and the philosophy they represent could be the salvation 

of society and the planet. FCC has been a central part of my life since my partner & I 

chose to move here in 2002, largely because of the presence of Green Fields Market. 

Co-ops embody a transformative economic model, just fundamentally different: 

collectively owned and inherently local, because the owners use the services (consumer 

co-ops) or are the employees (worker co-ops). Co-ops also stand out - in our overly 

competitive· society - through Co-op Principle #6: "Cooperation among Cooperatives" 

(wonderfully embodied in the regional NFCA I mentioned above). Our area is rich with 

co-ops of various types, with enough density to form this umbrella organization, 

expanding cooperative impact and influence. 

How has your work/life experience taught you the general skills listed below? 

Being an effective Board member requires these general skills and qualities. 

• Interest in serving FCC, commitment to its mission and values.

FCC's mission and values are essential to my daily life and my worldview.

It would be an honor to continue to represent ownership in the ongoing effort to

actualize these.

• Ability to effectively discuss complex goals and future implications of decisions.

Professionally, I assist in the development of individuals' life goals, supporting

them to weigh short- and long-term implications in decision-making. I've also

been actively involved in broader goal-development and decision-making within

the agency I work for, as a vocal direct-service worker and as part of my union's

bargaining team.
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